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CLAIMS 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4, 7-12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rummer (US 4799264). 

Regarding claim 1 , Plummer shows an acoustic seal system comprising: 
A flexible sealing element having a ridge (29) for engaging a cover (31 ); 
A plate (22); 
A mesh (27); 

The plate (22) and the flexible sealing element (29) are secured to a portion of an inner 
housing (with 12); 

Wherein when the cover (31) engages the inner housing (with 12), the flexible sealing 
element (29) provides an acoustic seal between the cover (31) and the inner housing 
. (with 12). 

Regarding claim 14, Plummer shows an acoustic seal system comprising: 
A flexible sealing element (29); 
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A plate (22); 
A mesh (27); 

The plate (22) and the flexible sealing element (29) are secured to an inner housing 
(with 12); 

Wherein when the inner housing (with 12) engages the cover (31), the flexible sealing 
element (29) is also secured to the cover (31 ) thereby creating an acoustic seal 
between the inner housing (with 12) and the cover (31 ). 

Regarding claims 2-4, 7-12, Plummer shows: 

The plate (22) includes at least one acoustic port (see 23); 

The sealing elements (29) includes an opening (see 23) which exposed at least a 

portion of the plate (31 ) and shaped to follow an outline of the port of the plate (23, 22); 

Top surface or ridge of the seal element (29, contacting 31 ); 

The seal element (29) is one of rubber and plastic (col. 3, lines 58-60); 

The plate (22) is rigid which is generic for metal (col. 3, line 47); 

The inner housing (with12) includes first cavity surface and first cavity wall (see 12); 

The seal element (29) includes edge for engaging with the cavity wall (see 12) when the 

plate (22) is secured to the first cavity surface (see 12, 22, 29); 

A speaker and a second cavity (13 and cavity of 1 1 ). 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Plummer in view of Clark et al. (US 6321070). 

Regarding claims 5-6, Plummer shows the mounting of the plate (22) and the mesh 
(27). 

Plummer differs from the claimed invention in that the mounting is not an adhesive. 
However, the mounting of the plate and mesh is well taught by Plummer. Further, Clark 
teaches providing an adhesive for mounting a speaker plate or gasket (col. 6, lines 32- 
33). 

Hence, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to an adhesive 
when mounting Plummer's plate or mesh as taught by Clark. This simply can be 
considered as a variation of Plummer as long as the basic concept of mounting the 
plate and the mesh is substantially unchanged. 

5. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Plummer. 

Regarding claim 13, Plummer shows the seal element (29) mounted with the plate (22). 
Plummer differs from the claimed invention in that they are not molded together. 
However, the court has ruled that to make prior art parts integral or separable does not 
constitute patentable weight (In re Larson 144 USPQ 344, CCPA 1965; Nerwin v. 
Erlichman 168 USPQ 177). 
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Hence, the concept of having the seal element and the plate as an unit is well taught by 
Plummer, therefore, it would have been obvious to make Plummer elements as an 
integral unit or a separate unit. This simply can be considered as a variation of each 
other because whether they are separable or integral, it would not change the basic 
concept of their operation or intended functions. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack Chiang whose telephone number is 571-272-7483. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 8:00 to 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on 571-272-7488. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). , 




